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OVERVIEW 

 

The Port Neches Fire Department is pleased to present the following Annual Report, which 

includes actions taken by the City Council for improving the Fire Department and 

Emergency Management, Fire Suppression and Emergency Operations activities, Fire 

Prevention activities, Volunteer activities, Training, Communications, and finally statistics 

for 2013.  Particular attention should be paid to Fire Suppression and Communications. 

This year the Fire Department began construction on the New Fire Station/Emergency 

Operations Center at its new location of 606 Magnolia, which will provide a better and 

more equitable fire service delivery for the life of the City and strengthen the Public 

Protection Code rating for the City of Port Neches. 

 

The Fire Department is a 12 man paid department with one secretary which also maintains 

a 15 to 20 man 501 (c) 3 Volunteer Fire Department. The Fire Department has an ISO 

Public Protection Code rating of 4. The department mans two Engines with 3 paid 

firefighters 24/7/365. The department has one front line engine, one 105 foot 

ladder/basket/Quint, and one reserve used for Volunteer training. The department 

responds to structure fires with Automatic Assistance Coverage agreements with the two 

(2) contiguous cities of Groves and Nederland, Texas.  This means there are a minimum of 

3 paid firefighters from Port Neches and two each paid firefighters from Groves and 

Nederland for a minimum of 7 paid firefighters and one chief responding plus a strong 

contingent of volunteers depending on the time of day. Part of the off duty paid firefighters 

and part of the volunteers report to the Station to man the remaining engines for coverage 

of the city during the emergency. The paid department is regulated by Texas Local 

Government Code 143 (Civil Service). 

 

COUNCIL ACTIONS TO IMPROVE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 01-10-2013 – Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of issuing a 

Request for Qualifications for architectural/design services associated with 

construction of a Fire Station/Emergency Operations Center, Port Security Grant 
2012. 

 03-07-2013 – Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of an 
Agreement for Architectural Services for architectural and related services associated 
with the Fire Station. 

 04-04-2013 – Council discussion regarding preliminary design for the Fire Station. 

 04-18-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of Resolution 
No. 2013‐04, approving the exchange of property with the Port Neches – Groves 
Independent School District. 

 04-18-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of the Fire 
Station/EOC design. 
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 06-20-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of the 
submission of a grant application to the 2013 State Homeland Security Program and 
the Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Activity program. 

 07-11-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of Resolution 
No. 2013‐06, approving the Preliminary Official Statement and other matters related 
to the Certificates of Obligation, Series 2013. 

 08-15-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of submission 
of a Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grant application.  On 
January 29, 2014 at approximately 3:40 p.m., the Fire Chief received notification of the 
Safer Grant award from Senator Cornyn’s Office for $289,638.  This grant pays for 2 
firefighter salaries for 2 years. The City will include these costs following the end of the 
grant award. 

 09-05-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of award of 
bid for the Fire Station/EOC project.  

 09-05-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of an 
appointment to the City of Port Neches Firefighters and Police Officers’ Civil Service 
Commission. 

 09-19-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of an award of 
bid for construction of a water line to the new Fire Station site.  

 10-17-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of acceptance 
of a 2013 State Homeland Security Program Grant. 

 11-7-2013 – Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of the purchase 
of the installation of conduit and fiber from the City Hall/EOC to the new Fire 
Station/EOC. 

 11-7-2013 – Council discussed and took action regarding the purchase of a security 
system for the new Fire Station/EOC. 

 11-7-2013 – Council discussed and took action regarding the purchase of audio/visual 
system for the new Fire Station/EOC. 

 12-05-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the scheduling of a Public 
Hearing for a replatting request involving the property for the new Fire Station/EOC, 
606 Magnolia Avenue.  

 12-05-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of the 
submission of a grant application to the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program 
(SCBA’s). 

 

COUNCIL ACTIONS TO IMPROVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

  

 02-21-2013 - Council Discussed and took action regarding the approval of Change 
Order Nos. 23‐25, City Hall/EOC. 

 04-18-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of asbestos 
abatement for the old City Hall. 
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 04-18-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of demolition 
of the old City Hall. 

 04-18-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of Change 
Order No. 26, City Hall/EOC. 

 04-18-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of release of 
retainage, final payment, and acceptance of the City Hall/EOC Project. 

 06-06-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of a contract 
extension with Beck Disaster Recovery, Inc., debris removal monitoring services. 

 06-06-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of a contract 
extension with Garner Environmental Services, Inc. for emergency response services. 
Discuss and take action regarding the approval of amendments to the Essential 
Services Policy. 

 06-06-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of payment 
for asbestos abatement at the old City Hall. 

 06-06-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of payment 
for demolition of the old City Hall.  

 06-20-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of the 
submission of a grant application to the Port Security Grant FY 2013. 

 10-03-2013 - Council discussed and took action regarding the approval of an 
Interlocal Agreement with the South East Texas Regional Planning Commission for the 
renewal of Blackboard Connect and the Intrado database. 

 

FIRE SUPPRESSION 

 

 The Fire Department participated in National Night Out with the Police 

Department.  All front-line apparatus were showcased at Riverfront Park, and fire 

prevention materials were provided to the public. 

 The Fire Department received FCC approval for all City of Port Neches 800 MHz 

frequencies on the South East Texas Regional Radio System effective on 02-15-2013.  

The license is good until 07-02-2022. 

 Performed fire hydrant maintenance and testing.   Fire hydrant testing is an 

ongoing project that is actively pursued each year.  There will be more testing and 

painting this year. 

 Conducted annual testing on all pumpers, ladders, air supply, and air packs. 

 Personnel participated in station coverage/funeral standby and honor guard duties 

during two public safety funerals. 

 The Fire Department hired Austin Taylor Jenkins, Firefighter/EMT on November 

4, 2013 in the firefighter position vacated by Firefighter Horace “Sonny” Haynes 

who tendered voluntary resignation effective October 2, 2013.   

 FIRE STATION/EOC – PORT SECURITY GRANT 2012: As listed in the Fire 

Department City Council Actions to improve the Fire Department, the architectural 

firm of PGAL out of Houston Texas was contracted for design.  The design phase 

lasted approximately 6 months.  Once the plans were completed and accepted by the 
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City Council, PGAL assisted the City to go out for bids for a Construction firm.  

McInnis Construction out of Silsbee was awarded the contract and immediately 

began work on the site at 606 Magnolia.  As of 1-29-2014 you can see steel structure 

going up on the site.  Expected completion is scheduled for August, 2014.  

 

PREVENTION (Submitted by Assistant Fire Chief Gearinger) 

 

 Fire Marshal completed inspections on City of Port Neches new City Hall/EOC 

project, completed sprinkler and fire alarm inspection upon completion. 

 Fire Prevention talks to elementary schools during Fire Prevention Week where 

approximately 300 children were reached. 

 Addressed 80 high grass/junk complaints 

 Fire Marshal inspected all schools within the City Limits. 

 Fire Marshal inspected all licensed day cares in the City limits. 

 All Fire Investigators and Arson Investigators completed continuing education 

training required and assisted with fire origin and cause investigations. 

 Fire Marshal completed 48 hours continuing education for TECLOSE certification. 

 Fire arson investigation personnel participated in Post Blast Investigation course 

presented by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

 Fire Marshal completed required hours of Texas Commission on Law Enforcement 

for Advanced Peace Officer certification. 

 Fire Marshal completed plans review and inspections on MCT Credit Union 

remodel. 

 Fire Marshal completed plans review of Wheel House Restaurant and inspections 

are ongoing. 

 

VOLUNTEERS  

 

 The members of the Port Neches Volunteer Fire Department participated in 

numerous public education, prevention, stand-by, and response duties, including: 

o “National Night Out” (equipment tours, public education and fire 

prevention). 

o River Fest 2013 (communications support, medical/first aid coverage, fire 

and fireworks stand-by support). 

o Assisted career personnel in public fire and life safety education activities in 

schools and during station tours. 

 The Volunteers responded to 372 incidents for a total of 385.36 man hours to 

emergency responses in the city.  The Volunteers spent 240.75 man hours of training 

and spent 4,390.39 man hours on other miscellaneous issues for the City. 

 The Volunteers are in the process of working with the Training Officer/Volunteer 

Coordinator to develop a strategic plan to further recruitment and retention of 

qualified response personnel, and provide additional support personnel to meet the 

changing needs of the Department. 
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 The volunteers continued cross training by the 3 Mid County Cities on different 

dates so that if Volunteers miss meetings in PN, they can attend the same classes at 

either Nederland or Groves.  This program is working to its expectations. 

 

TRAINING 

 

 Fire Chief attended the Texas Emergency Management Conference in San Antonio, 

Texas. 

 All Fire Department employees have completed required Continuing Education 

requirements for Fire, EMS, HazMat and LE disciplines.  

 The Department sent six personnel for bi-monthly training as members of the 

Southeast Texas Regional Rescue Team, a DHS-funded Urban Search and Rescue 

Asset. 

 Fire Department personnel attended state and regional training as follows: 

o TEEX Emergency Vehicle Driver Training (12 hours)  – 2 firefighters 

o ETFFMA/TEEX Fall Area School 

o  “The Nozzle Forward” (Advanced Engine Company Operations) with 

Seattle Fire Department personnel (hosted by Lumberton FD) 

 Industrial Fire Brigade Training and HazMat Technicial Level III Training at 

Texas A&M in cooperation with TCP Refinery (16 Hours) 4 firefighters 

 LIT – Risk Management – (8 hours) 2 firefighters 

 TML – Driving Emergency Vehicles (3 hours) 9 firefighters 

 TML – Are We Following the Rules (3 hours) 10 firefighters 

 U.S. Department of Justice – Post Blast Investigation (40 hours) 2 firefighters 

 Entergy – CCA Treated Utility Poles (1 hour) 10 firefighters 

 

 

NEXT YEAR INITITIVES 

 

 The Fire Department did not finish the review of the 2004 Strategic Plan and will 

continue working on the update for 2013. 

 The Fire Department plans to upgrade the International Fire Prevention Code this 

coming year. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

Implemented procedures to ensure quick responses on all incidents (see Communications 

from the 2012 Annual Report). 
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STATISTICS 

 

TYPES OF ALARMS 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 

            

Single-Family Dwellings 77 100 104 80 52 

Multi-Family Dwellings 11 13 13 1 4 

EMS 746 792 912 855 866 

Miscellaneous 193 213 251 335 200 

Mobile Homes 0 2 2 3 0 

School 17 14 17 15 24 

Mutual Aid (* not in total #) *4 *9 *3 5 6 

AAC Given (* not in total #) *63 *76 *67 *58 59 

AAC Received (* not in total #) *17 *14 *35 *18 *13 

Vehicles 42 51 40 52 23 

Commercial 37 29 43 28 55 

Church 3 4 2 2 2 

Outbuilding 0 2 1 2 0 

Hurricanes 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 1126 1220 1385 1378 1291 

 

 

 


